


With each day that passes our world is less full of 
abstract concepts. Tomorrow we will have access to 
more information about the planet we occupy than 
we did yesterday. We see a world and a time in which 
Surfrider Foundation will continue to thrive.

Change is our daily bread. Shifting worlds are our 
reality. “Green” became the trend du jour and then 
became default. We understand the magnitude of issues 
like lead found in toy paint, the loss of a recreational 
region or the collapse of a fishery. 

Change is a constant in so many areas of our life. Our 
operational outlook has evolved: today physical location 
is irrelevant. We are always accessible, always on and 
always engaged. Transparency has changed; we expect 
to be able to access any and all relevant information 
about any institution or person. The funding landscape 
has changed; it used to be that a few, select people made 
decisions regarding where money went and how it was 
spent. Today individuals engaged in non-profit funding 
and microgranting append that world. It’s a new era, so 
new that it’s still in the “wet clay” phase.
 
Yet the song remains the same. Our mission remains the 
same. When we rewrote our Strategic Plan a few years 
ago we added performance metrics and operational 
goals but the mission stayed exactly the same. 

“…Dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of the 
world’s oceans, waves and beaches for all people…” 

If you strip away the new jargon and new protocols we 
are… very close to the same organization we’ve been for 
decades. We are a grassroots organization focused on 
coastal conservation. We are also a global organization, 
as 25% of our Chapters and affiliates are now outside 
the United States.

We believe that Surfrider Foundation must embrace 
both the new world and the old world. We must face the 
future ready to adapt as needed and never take our eye 
off our mission. 

• Our mission “protection and enjoyment of oceans, 
waves and beaches for all people” isn’t going away. 
It’s rock solid. It’s our DNA. With all the various 
approaches and evolving ways to offer people 
onramps to our organization… it all comes back to 
the mission.

• Our Chapter network and focus on grassroots 
activities are very much an extension of who we are. 
Dr. Bill Rosenblatt’s work at Surfrider Foundation 
began with the formation of an East Coast Chapter 
and he’s gone on to Chair the Board of Directors. 

• Simple, understandable progress. We’re not 
the most complex organization out there. We are 
straightforward people living in coastal regions—all 
over the globe—that want to keep those regions as 
pristine as possible. Our progress over the past year 
can be accessed via our home page. We want to 
intersect with people, we want to influence culture 
toward embracing an environmental ethic and we 
want to log real victories.

Jim Moriarty 
Chief Executive Officer

Dr. Bill Rosenblatt 
Chairman of the Board

• Global expansion. We are not a US organization. 
We have approximately 80 representative units 
around the world, 20 of which are outside the US 
(some are in the early stages of organizing). We 
never plant a Chapter, we simply assist people as 
they form to address coastal issues.

• Network optimization. We’re fighting pulp 
mills in Oregon, Tazmania and Chile. The model 
is simple: scale intelligence and tools across the 
globe. Let information flow like water across time 
zones, borders and cultures. The world has become 
flattened and so our approach has adapted.

• Evolving toolsets. It doesn’t matter if you have 
a face-to-face meeting or use VoIP (Voice over 
Internet Protocol) to communicate. What matters 
is that you are communicating and that you are 
using the optimal tool to optimize that process. If 
Surfrider Foundation is going to continue to lead 
the way for coastal, environmental fights then it 
must embrace every possible new way to do so.

As you’ll see from this document, we are in the best shape 
we’ve ever been. We are more engaged than ever. We 
hope you see these characteristics when you read this 
document and when you interact with our network. We 
hope you will come alongside us and direct your personal 
and professional resources toward our mission.
 
Regards,



2006 Revenue   

Licensing   1.1% 
Interest & Dividends  1.3% 
Mail Order & Programs  3.4% 
Other Revenue   17.7% 
Membership & Contributions 76.5% 
   

2006 expenses   
   
Programs & Issues  87.7% 
General & Administrative  4.9% 
Fundraising   7.4% 
   
   
   

Early in 2006, the Surfrider Foundation Board of Directors 
and staff began the process of developing a strategic plan to 
guide the organization for the next five years. In preparing 
this plan we took the following steps: conducted our largest-
ever membership survey; hosted an “EcoSurf Summit” 
for key CEOs, environmental leaders and activists; and 
interviewed over 60 “stakeholders,” including Chapter 
leaders, environmentalists, supporters, current and past 
Board members, our International Affiliates and all of our 
National staff. From the information gathered we were 
able to develop a vision and plan that will further Surfrider 
Foundation’s mission.

We define these victories as a decision made in favor of the 
coastal and ocean environment that results in a positive 
conservation outcome, improves coastal access, or both. 

We have crafted this vision to challenge and inspire our 
network of volunteers, Chapter activists, members, staff and 
board members. We believe this vision is ambitious, specific, 
unifying, inspirational, explanatory, measurable and—most 
importantly—capable of positively empowering our mission: 
the protection and enjoyment of the world’s oceans, waves 
and beaches, for all people, through conservation, activism, 
research and education.

We have identified seven Strategic Goals to move Surfrider 
Foundation toward this Vision: 

• Stop human interruption of natural beach processes
• Improve coastal water quality
• Ensure healthy coastal ocean ecosystems
• Protect waves
• Secure universal, low-impact beach access
• Motivate a global movement of care for the coasts
• Attain our vision through Chapter-based activism 

There are numerous actions for each of the strategies. 
These actions include: supporting our network of Chapters 
in their local and regional environmental campaigns; 
providing science and technical support for our activists; 
increasing our number of activists; providing education and 
outreach to the public about improving the health of our 
coasts and oceans; and, harnessing the power of the media 
to build a movement of coastal care. Existing Programs 
such as the Blue Water Task Force, Respect the Beach, and 
State of the Beach will be used to help achieve these goals.

For a complete copy of the strategic plan please go to: 
www.surfrider.org/whoweare8.asp

2007 Revenue   

Licensing   2.2% 
Interest & Dividends  2.3% 
Mail Order & Programs  4.2% 
Other Revenue   1.1% 
Membership & Contributions 90.3% 
   
   

2007 expenses   
   
Programs & Issues  81.7%
General & Administrative  4.6%
Fundraising   13.6%
  



Central Long Island Chapter
Successfully opposed a proposal by 
the Long Island Power Authority to 
put an array of wind turbines in the 
view-shed of several of Long Island’s 
South Shore State Park beaches. 

Coastal erosion results from a combination 
of factors, including sea level rise; geologic 
movement; and, loss of sand supply caused 
by the damming of rivers, construction of 
breakwaters, jetties and groins, and the 
paving of watersheds.  

Shoreline structures like seawalls may 
protect coastal property, but they have 
negative impacts on our beaches; they 
displace sandy beaches, limit access to 
beaches and disrupt the natural flow of 
sand. The protection offered by these 
structures is often temporary, creating 
more erosion elsewhere.

Beach dredge and fill projects, also known 
as “beach nourishment,” supply eroded 
beaches with sand and are used to combat 
coastal erosion on developed stretches of 
coastline. The ecological consequences of 
beach nourishment are poorly understood 
and can be negative. Beach fill projects are 
expensive, require constant maintenance 
and treat the symptoms of erosion and not 
the sources of the problems.

Anticipated outcomes from this strategy 
include: Sand will flow freely to form surf 
breaks and beaches; beach fill projects 
will be conducted in a sustainable manner 
with consideration for long-term solutions; 
and, new development will be set back 
appropriately from dynamic coastlines, 
thereby avoiding hazardous conditions.

Montauk Lighthouse—Montauk, NY
The Eastern Long Island Chapter is trying to 
prevent the Army Corps of Engineers from 
building another massive rock revetment 

around the base of the Montauk Point 
Lighthouse. If built, the beaches immediately 
adjacent to the revetment will likely be 
subject to increased erosion and scouring 
according to the Army Corps’ own report. 
The stone revetment also captures sand that 
would otherwise be available to drift and 
fill-in Long Island’s south shore beaches. The 
new revetment will change the contour of 
the sea bottom and will degrade the waves at 
the Point. The Chapter is promoting moving 
the lighthouse away from the eroding bluff 
as a more protective, cost-effective and 
better long-term response to erosion at 
Montauk Point. While Congress has already 
approved the project, the Chapter is lobbying 
state officials and state agencies to support 
the Chapter’s alternative and not fund the 
Army Corps’ plan. They are also working 
on generating support in the community 
for moving the lighthouse and gathering 
scientific testimony on the detriments of 
building another larger stone revetment on 
Long Island’s beaches.

Shoreline Preservation—Cannon 
Beach, Oregon 
The City of Cannon Beach has decided not 
to waive land use regulations that protect 
Oregon’s ocean beaches from development. 
On July 31, a beachfront property owner in 
Cannon Beach filed a property rights claim, 
under Oregon Measure 37, to construct 
a motel on top of beach sand dunes long 
protected by the Oregon Beach Bill of 1967. 
While parts of the claim were accepted, the 
City ruled against authorizing development 
west of the vegetation line. Several Cannon 
Beach volunteers submitted written 
comments on this issue and the Surfrider 

Delaware, Washington DC and 
Ocean City Maryland Chapters 
Prevented the expansion of an existing 
groin or construction of new structures 
to address erosion at Herring Point in 
Cape Henlopen State Park. 

Argentina Organizing Committee 
Stopped the Province of Buenos Aires from building “T” 
jetties at Constitution beach. The “T” jetties that were a 
common “solution” to erosion problems were designed 
to be breakwaters. However, thet contractors put in roads 
to construct the breakwaters and never removed them, 
adding to the negative impacts 

The Montauk lighthouse.

Cannon Beach, Oregon. 
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Foundation also received pro bono research 
support from two attorneys in the area. 

Stopped the Province of Buenos Aires From 
building “T” Groins at Constitution Beach
The “T” groins that were a common “solution” 
to erosion problems are really supposed to be 
breakwaters (lateral jetties offshore). However, 
the contractors built roads to construct the 
breakwaters and never removed them, adding to 
the negative impacts. Now government officials are 
considering other technologies to stop erosion.

New Coastal Legislation—East 
Hampton, NY 
The Town Board of East Hampton, NY recently 
voted to approve new legislation to protect the 
Town’s beaches and coastal resources. While 
creating a Coastal Erosion Hazard Overlay District, 
this new legislation has had the support of the 
Eastern Long Island Chapter of the Surfrider 
Foundation because it prohibits any new hard 
erosion control structures from being built on the 
town’s ocean beaches.
 
SF Europe Fights Port Expansion
A port in Le Havre, France is slated for a 500 
million dollar expansion to accommodate ships 
carrying Liquified Natural Gas, as well as house 
a facility that will process the shipment. If this 
project were approved it would destroy a popular 
beach in Antifer, one of the only places where 
the public can easily access the beach in an area 
that is otherwise surrounded by cliffs. Surfrider 
Foundation Europe hopes to block this expansion, 
and continues to provide environmental knowledge 
and media support to its local Chapter, which has 
organized a public survey and demonstrations to 
show decision makers how unpopular this project 
is with the public.



Surf zone water quality affects the health 
of people who use beaches and the wildlife 
that lives in the ocean. Recreating in the 
ocean is an essential component of the 
beach experience. 

Surf zone water quality is a critical measure 
of the health of our beaches. Scientific 
research indicates that swimming in water 
with high bacterial levels can increase the 
swimmer’s risk of experiencing 
gastroenteritis, fever, diarrhea, respiratory 
infections, and sinus and ear infections. 
Common pollutants that can be found in the 
surf zone include heavy metals such as lead 
and arsenic, organic chemicals such as 
pesticides and oil, other pathogens such as 
viruses, and fertilizers that can create 
harmful algal blooms.

Reducing pollutants spilled directly into 
coastal waters, as well as pollutants 
indirectly introduced by storm water and 
urban runoff, is paramount to improving 
water quality. 

Anticipated outcomes from this strategy 

include: people will be able to surf or swim 
in the ocean without fear of getting sick; 
water conservation will be improved; runoff 
will be reduced; the killing of marine life 
through ocean intakes will be stopped; and, 
development practices that minimize coastal 
water quality impacts will be adopted.

Morro Bay/Cayucos Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Upgrade
In May 2007, the Cayucos Sanitary District 
Board of Directors and Morro Bay City 
Council both unanimously voted their intent 
to upgrade the Morro Bay/Cayucos 
Wastewater Treatment Plant to tertiary 
treatment standards following years of 
pressure from the San Luis Bay Chapter. The 
plant has operated under a 301(h) waiver 
that has exempted it for decades from 
meeting federal Clean Water Act standards 
and allowed it to discharge effluent that has 
received only partial secondary treatment. 
The upgrade will increase the treatment level 
from partial secondary to full tertiary 
treatment—which means the Clean Water 
Act standards will not only be met, but 
exceeded, and the cleaner effluent can be 

reclaimed for non-potable reuse. This is a 
landmark moment for the Chapter, the 
communities of Morro Bay and Cayucos, and 
all Californians, as the upgrade of this plant 
will eliminate one of the two remaining 
301(h) waivers in the state.

Beach Water Quality Notification—
Corpus Christi, Texas
Texas Coastal Bend Chapter activists scored 
a major victory when the Corpus Christi City 
Council unanimously passed a motion to 
implement beach water quality posting per 
the protocol of the Texas General Land 
Office’s Texas Beach Watch Program. Once 
the Beach Watch Program signs are installed, 
Corpus Christi residents and tourists alike 
will be able to make informed decisions 
before swimming—or windsurfing, 
kiteboarding, kayaking, fishing or surfing—in 
the bay and Gulf waters. 

Water Quality Improvements—
Newport, Oregon
Over the course of 2 years of water quality 
testing through the Newport Chapter, the 
Blue Water Task Force determined that 
bacteria concentrations at the Agate Beach 
Wayside were often elevated well above the 
public health advisory level. The Chapter’s 
campaign focus was to source and mitigate 
the bacterial pollution as well as provide the 
public with better information about the 
contamination on the beach and incorporate 
the site into the state’s Beach Monitoring 
Program. By fall of 2006, the site was 
officially added to the state’s Beach 
Monitoring Program, additional advisory 

Palm Beach Chapter
Successfully derailed the City of 
Lake Worth’s plan to discharge 4 
million-gallons-a-day of nutrient-
laden wastewater onto a coral reef. 
Instead, the City chose to change 
the permit from ocean discharge to 
injection and only use the existing 
outfall pipe in an emergency.

Protesters say it loud, “Pump Don’t Dump!” 

Delaware Chapter
Convinced the Delaware Department of 
Natural resources and environmental 
Control (DNreC) to expand their beach 
monitoring program beyond the normal 
tourist season to year-round testing. 
Chapter volunteers participate in the 
beach program by collecting water 
samples and delivering them to a local 
university for analysis.

New Hampshire Chapter 
Successfully supported 
the extension of the 
New Hampshire beach 
monitoring program 
to extend into fall and 
spring (beyond the typical 
summer season). 

Newport and Portland 
Oregon Chapters
Participated in the campaign 
supporting Senate Bill 737, 
which was passed in 2007 
and provides Oregon with a 
roadmap for reducing toxic 
discharges into rivers, lakes, 
and the Pacific Ocean. 

(left) Surfrider Foundation Australia’s Northern 
Tasmania Branch President Peter Whish-Wilson 
speaks before a crowd of 3,000 at the Albert 
Hall, Launceston, Tasmania.

It’s just silly to dump sewage into the ocean. 
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signs were added at the Wayside and by 
2007 the Chapter had sourced two major 
sewage breaches that were repaired in 
November 2007.

Clean Ocean Act—Florida
The Sebastian Inlet Chapter is leading 
a statewide effort by the Surfrider 
Foundation to stop the 13 gambling boats 
across the state from discharging their 
sewage three miles off shore. Chapters 
have held protests and paddle-out events 
to raise media attention and awareness 
of the gambling boats’ current dumping 
practices. Surfrider Foundation activists 
in Florida organized a strong lobbying 

effort and letter writing campaign to build 
support for the Clean Ocean Act. If passed, 
this law will force the gambling boats to 
pump their sewage to treatment trucks or 
an on-shore plant or treat it to a level equal 
to reclaimed water. The Clean Ocean Act 
is currently being considered by the 
Florida legislature. 

Surfrider Foundation Brazil 
Inadequate Sewage Treatment 
Beach water pollution by inadequate 
treatment and dumping of sewage in urban 
areas is all too common in Brazil. In 2007, 
Surfrider Brazil decided to focus on this 
issue by drawing up a research project that 

will monitor the water quality and determine 
the source and vectors of pollution at the 
most well-known beaches of Rio de Janeiro 
(Latin America’s largest coastal urban area). 
As a result of this project, we will have a 
comprehensive document to present to the 
media, government authorities and the 
public at large calling for an urgent effort 
to solve this problem. We are now seeking 
funding for this project and hope to begin 
the fieldwork in February or March, 2008.

Tasmania Pulp Mill Loss
In 2007, the Australian federal government 
approved the construction of Gunns Ltd. 
AUS$1.9 billion pulp mill proposal for the 
beautiful Tamar Valley, despite significant 
concerns from some of the nation’s leading 
scientists, international organizations 
and local citizens. Surfrider Foundation’s 
Tasmania Chapter submitted several key 
scientific documents detailing the need 
for additional environmental reports 
by Gunns that were favorably received 
by Australia’s Chief Commonwealth 
Scientist (Dr. Peacock). However, despite 
his recognition of key concerns going 
unaddressed, the National Liberal and State 
Labor governments approved the plan after 
a dubious, fast-tracked assessment process. 
Although many questions still remain 
unanswered, we remain optimistic for the 
future of this beautiful coastal environment. 
The national Liberal government was 
recently voted out of office, partly due to 
its lack of action on climate change and 
environmental issues, and we are waiting for 
action from the new Labor administration 
so we can reassess the situation and decide 
what steps must be taken.



Northeastern Ecological Corridor Saved— 
Puerto Rico
As part of the Coalicíon Pro Corredor Ecológico Del 
Noreste and following the lead of Luis Jorge Rivera 
of the Initiative for Sustainable Development, the 
Surfrider Foundation was part of the successful 
effort to protect this wave-rich ecological gem from 
being destroyed by mega-resorts. The area was saved 
when the Governor of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Aníbal Acevedo Vilá, signed an executive order 
establishing as public policy the designation of the 
Northeastern Ecological Corridor as a nature reserve.

Landmark Court Decision to Protect 
Marine Species
The U.S. Court of Appeals struck down a rule issued 
by the EPA for inadequately enforcing the Clean 
Water Act in regards to the use of “once through” 
cooling systems by coastal generators across the 
United States. The decision is a victory for the 
Surfrider Foundation, who along with a number 
of other environmental organizations and State 
Attorneys General, was co-plaintiff on the suit 
lead by the Riverkeeper organization.

Oregon Chapters
Activists on the South Coast of Oregon worked 
to get 283 derelict commercial crab pots 
removed from the beach and nearshore in 
Brookings. The pots, spilled in December 2006, 
posed threats to surfing access and safety.

Coastal development is occurring at an ever-increasing pace. Recent 
reports from the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy, Pew Oceans 
Commission and the Joint Commission on Ocean Policy have made 
it clear that we need to significantly overhaul our ocean and coastal 
management approach. Over the next decade, it will be of utmost 
importance to implement a holistic approach by applying ecosystem-
based management. 

By considering the entire ecosystem, ecosystem-based management 
promotes healthy, productive, resilient marine systems that provide 
abundant wildlife, healthy and clean coastal environments, and vibrant 
coastal communities. Achieving this goal means developing non-
traditional alliances and strategic action plans focused on systemic 
changes and science-based approaches to resource management.

Anticipated outcomes from this strategy include: Local governments 
will embody Ocean Report recommendations for ocean and coastal 
conservation; a regional network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 
will be established; surfing areas and coastal recreation resources will 
be protected; and communities will successfully apply ecosystem-based 
management to ocean and coastal conservation.

Preservation of Pupukea-Paumalu—North Shore,  
Oahu, Hawaii
The scenic bluffs overlooking the famous North Shore waves of Sunset 
Beach, Rocky Point and Pipeline were under threat of development 
from the Japanese Obayashi Corporation. Following purchase of the 
property in 1974, Obayashi presented plans in the late 1980’s to build 
a gated community with over 300 homes. Members of the North Shore 
community protested the plans and filed suit after the city council 
approved the project despite overwhelming public opposition. The plans 
were eventually approved in 2003, but in the interim, with all the delays, 
Obayashi put the property up for sale in 2002 for $12 million.

At this stage, on one of his visits to the North Shore, Surfrider Foundation 
Japan’s Masuo Ueda spoke with Peter Cole, Blake McElheney and his 
father Larry, prominent leaders in the fight to stop the project, about the 
idea of approaching Obayashi to purchase the property. Jack Johnson 
made a personal appeal to Obayashi executives while on tour in Japan, 
and the preservationists were told that Obayashi would consider it. 
Local fundraising initiatives began, and an all-volunteer coalition of 
citizens and business leaders was formed to find money to buy the 
property and to place it in reserved public lands. That group, the North 

San Francisco Chapter
The Chapter was actively involved in encouraging 
community members and local businesses to reduce 
their use of plastic, ultimately supporting the passage 
of an ordinance that makes the City the first in the 
nation to prohibit petroleum-based plastic checkout 
bags in large markets and pharmacies.

Santa Cruz Chapter 
Mobilized statewide support to 
ban polystyrene foam from use as 
disposable food service ware and 
promote the use of biodegradable and 
compostable food service wares. 

Pupukea Pamalu
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“Community Advisory Team” that provides 
a formal link between the fishermen and 
members of the broader community. Surfrider 
Foundation activists have also helped organize 
public forums and have developed educational 
opportunities for local citizens. 

The Stewardship Area will provide a 
seascape for implementing ecosystem-based 
management (EBM) approaches. Project 
partners worked with members of the fishing 
fleet to develop a spatial management scheme 
for the nearshore that will be informed by 
local knowledge, best available science, 
and the identified goals and objectives of 
the community. 

Matilija Dam—Ventura, California 
Since its inception in July 2000, the Matilija 
Coalition, led by Surfrider Foundation activist 
Paul Jenkin, has built organizational capacity, 
credibility, and established a role as the public 
representative for the efforts to remove the 
obsolete Matilija Dam from the Ventura 
River. Dam removal is the center point in 
an ecosystem-based management project 
to restore the watershed, return natural 
sediment flow to the coast and to support a 
viable population of the endangered Southern 
Steelhead trout—this will be the ultimate 
indicator of success.  

With the completion of the federal Feasibility 
Study for dam removal in December 2004, the 
project has now moved into the final design 
phase. Throughout most of 2005 and 2006, 
the government agencies were finalizing 
agreements and schedules for the detailed 
design. Design is underway, and includes 
more detailed flood analysis, bridge and levee 
design, and modifications to water supply 
facilities to mitigate increased sediment 
transport down the river. Removal of the dam 
is slated for 2013. 

The Chapter is hoping that federal 
authorization of the project through the Water 
Resources and Development Act (WRDA) 
will help ensure that the complete removal of 
the dam is carried out in a timely, safe, and 
environmentally sound manner. 

Marine Protected Areas on the 
Central Coast, California
A network of Marine Protected Areas 
was enacted on the Central Coast as 
part of the Marine Life Protection Act 
Initiative (MLPA) . This network will 
serve to protect marine life and habitats, 
marine ecosystems, and marine natural 
heritage, as well as to improve recreational, 
educational and study opportunities 
provided by marine ecosystems. The 
Surfrider Foundation and its partners have 
worked for several years with stakeholders 
throughout California to help make this 
happen, starting with our publication 
of the “Owner/Operator Manual for the 
Marine Life Protection Act” in 2002. 
Surfrider Foundation staff also served 
as representatives of the environmental 
community on two of the original Regional 
Stakeholder Groups that were disbanded 
when the State reformulated the process 
from a comprehensive statewide effort into 
regional implementation. We continue to 
be active in supporting the implementation 
of the MLPA in the North Central Coast 
Study Region process and are coordinating 
with a coalition of organizations to prepare 
for MLPA implementation in Southern 
California in 2008.

Reserva Marina Tres Palmas Coral 
Reef Clean Up—Puerto Rico
Back in 2004, the Surfrider Foundation 
took a major step to protect Elkhorn corals 
off of Rincón, Puerto Rico by leading the 
establishment of the Reserva Marina Tres 
Palmas—a marine reserve designed to 
protect this threatened species. In 2007, 
thanks to support from the Gulf of Mexico 
Foundation, we were able to lead an effort 
to further protect the reefs by working 
with local fishermen, the municipality and 
community volunteers to clean up tires and 
marine debris within the reserve. Over the 
course of the summer, 18 volunteers logged 
over 31 days in the water, covering over 
210 acres of the reserve, and removed over 
250 tires. The municipality collected the 
tires for recycling. The clean up effort was 
complimented by an extensive education 
and outreach program at local schools. 

Port Orford, Oregon
In Port Orford, Oregon, Surfrider 
Foundation activists partnered with 
commercial fishermen on a community-
based ocean management project. The 
goal: an “Ocean Stewardship Area” that 
will protect the rich marine ecology of the 
region while also promoting sustainable 
fishing opportunities for the local fleet. 

The Port Orford Ocean Resource Team 
(POORT) led the Stewardship Area 
project with support from its project 
partners—Surfrider Foundation, Pacific 
Marine Conservation Council, and 
Ecotrust. The POORT is a local non-profit 
that involves commercial fishermen in the 
science, management, and marketing of 
its local fishery. 

This effort has included establishing a 

Shore Community Land Trust, gained widespread community support. 
The coalition eventually included backing by the state, the city, the 
military, and federal agencies, which contributed to the purchase price of 
approximately $8 million.

The Trust for Public Land, a national nonprofit group, helped to steer 
and complete the purchase of the land for transfer to the state and city. 
Fundraising for Pupukea-Paumalu continues in an effort to support the 
coordination of community planning and stewardship activities so that 
residents, visitors and surfers from around the world will be able to enjoy 
the property in perpetuity. 



We view beach access as a universal right. 
Because beaches are a public resource and all 
people have the right to enjoy the beach, access 
to beaches should not be limited so long as 
coastal conservation goals are not 
compromised. Access to beaches can be 
improved by opposing attempts to limit access, 
creating new beach access, and promoting 
awareness of this important issue. Anticipated 
outcomes from this strategy include: low-
impact, free and uninterrupted worldwide 
beach access.

Texas Open Beaches Act Defended 
by Courts
The Surfrider Foundation Chapters in Texas have 
won an important legal battle to keep their 
beaches open for all Texans.

On September 12, 2007, Texas State District 
Judge Patrick Sebesta ruled that the Texas Open 
Beaches Act is constitutional and that 16 houses 
on the public beach in Surfside, Texas must be 
removed. Sebesta’s judgment is the second 
judicial ruling in recent months that the Texas 
Open Beaches Act is constitutional.

Under the Texas Open Beaches Act, Texas Land 
Commissioner Jerry Patterson can ask the courts 
to authorize the removal of structures on the 
public beach to ensure proper public access. In 
2006, Commissioner Patterson notified a 
number of property owners that he might pursue 
the removal of any houses on the public beach 
and offered financial assistance to move the 
houses. Several of the property owners then sued 
Patterson to block the removal of their houses, 
resulting in Judge Sebesta’s ruling.

Most of the property owners have accepted the 
state’s offer for financial assistance to remove 
or demolish their houses. A very small handful 
of holdouts are likely to appeal the recent 
ruling, however.

The Texas Attorney General’s Office—which has 
represented the state and Commissioner 
Patterson during the legal proceedings—said that 
beach photos provided by the Texas Chapter 
during a legal deposition in Austin two years ago, 
along with the Chapter’s fortuitous “adoption” of 
the mile of beach in question in 1998, were key 
events in the judicial process.

Access Restored —South Florida
The South Florida Chapter regained access to a 

Treasure Coast Chapter 
Successfully convinced County 
Commissioners to petition 
and work with the town and 
representatives to allow walking 
access at Bonaire Beach and 
also enhance the existing Hobe 
Sound Public Beach parking 
with 20 additional spaces on 
Jupiter Island.

The protection and enjoyment of waves is a central focus of our Mission. Surfing 
areas represent rare natural resources that provide recreational opportunities and 
environmental, aesthetic, and economic benefits. Many surfing areas around the globe 
are currently threatened or degraded and must be protected for future generations.

Anticipated outcomes from this strategy include: No loss or degradation of surfing areas; 
surfing areas will be recognized as important resources that are worth protecting; and 
low-impact coastal recreational opportunities will be protected worldwide.

Trestles—San Clemente, California 
Surfrider Foundation and several 
environmental organization partners are 
fighting to protect San Onofre State Beach 
and the famed surf spot at Trestles. The 
Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA) 
are seeking to build an extension to the 
existing 241 Toll Road. The proposed Foothill 
Transportation Corridor South (FTC-South) 
is a sixteen-mile long toll road highway that 
would connect the current terminus of the 
241 Toll Road to Interstate 5 at the Orange-
San Diego County border. The proposed road 
would run directly along the Christianitos and 
San Mateo Creeks, through the San Mateo 
Creek Watershed, one of the last healthy, 
undammed and unimpeded watersheds in 
Southern California. The San Mateo Creek 
empties into the Pacific Ocean at Trestles 
helping to form the world-class waves and 
provide clean water. If constructed, the 

project would directly threaten the surf break 
at and around Trestles (including Uppers, 
Lowers, Middles, Church and Cottons) 
through changes in sedimentation patterns 
and degraded water quality. It would also 
result in the obliteration of one of Southern 
California’s last remaining pristine coastal 
watersheds and substantially degrade habitat 
that is critical for the survival of at least seven 
endangered species, including the Southern 
Steelhead trout.
 

The Surfrider Foundation is fighting the 
project at every step of the permitting process, 
utilizing our volunteer Chapter network to 
pressure decision makers into stopping this 
highly destructive project. 

This year Surfrider Foundation and its 
partners continued a lawsuit challenging the 
project under the California Environmental 

Quality Act, as did the State Parks and Recreation 
Commission. In addition the Native American 
Heritage Commission is challenging the project 
for impacts to sacred sites within the park. There 
is widespread opposition to the project and the 
campaign is building momentum in 2008 as 
evidenced by the massive turnout to the California 
Coastal Commission hearing in February. Months of 
planning paid off with over 3,500 people attending, 
helping to guide the Commission to their denial of 
the project. 

The Campaign to  
Bring Back Kirra—Australia
Surfrider Foundation Australia has joined forces 
with local NGO’s, boardrider clubs and businesses 
to Bring Back Kirra, the epic surf break that has 
been wiped out by a sand bypass project. The 
alliance, known as the Kirra Point Committee, 
aims to restore the marine environment, improve 
recreational opportunities, maintain an active role 
for the community in coastal management and raise 
awareness of the socio-economic value of beach and 
surfing to the Gold Coast. Immediate steps include 
getting dredge sand deployed further west, then 
investigating whether the bypass pipeline could 
be extended, as well as exploring the impact of the 
groin at Kirra and its impact on surf quality. To 
win this campaign, the surfing community needs to 
maintain its consensus on the path forward; funding 
needs to be secured from government and industry; 
a commitment from government to revising the 
current management strategy needs to be secured; 
a renegotiated roadmap for the project must be 
agreed to; and Mother Nature needs to do her thing. 

Research on The  
Socioeconomics of Surfing
Surfing is an important component in the economic 
juggernaut of coastal tourism, but the value of 
surfing is poorly understood. As a result, the value of 
surfing is rarely considered in coastal management 
decisions that could impact surfing areas. Surf spots 
attract visitors to coastal communities where they 
spend money and stimulate jobs and taxes. Surf 
spots also have another value to those who surf 
at them that isn’t captured by the market because 
surfing is open access recreation. These non-market 
values can be estimated using economic valuation 
techniques that are already commonly used and 
accepted.

Surfrider Foundation is supporting research into 
the socioeconomics of surfing to help inform coastal 
management decisions and protect surfing areas. 
In 2007, we supported research that lead to the 
publication of a paper entitled the “Socioeconomics 
of Surfers at Trestles Beach” that can be found in 
Shore and Beach, Issue 74, Volume 4, Winter 2007.

The South Florida Chapter regained access to a Bal 
Harbour Inlet/public beach.

Standing room only at the California Coastal Commission hearing. 

Jersey Shore and
South Jersey Chapters
recognizing that beach 
replenishment projects can be 
harmful to the environment, 
unsustainable, and potentially 
detrimental to surf spots, the 
Chapters supported a statewide 
law in NJ requiring a public 
hearing to take place before any 
beach replenishment project. 

Santa Barbara Chapter
The Santa Barbara 
County Board of 
Supervisors did 
not go forward with 
implementing parking 
fees at the county’s 
beach recreational areas. 
The Chapter spoke out 
in opposition to the 
proposed fees.

Florence, Oregon 
Organizing Committee 
Surfrider Foundation 
activists helped 
reinstate free parking 
at Chicken Point, a 
parking area historically 
used by both fisherman 
and surfers. 

Panhandle Chapter
Helped protect land that 
was granted as public 
beach access in Walton 
County and supported 
the plan to add over 100 
parallel parking spaces 
adjacent to the Whale’s 
Tail restaurant on 
Miramar Beach.

Trestles
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Bal Harbour Inlet/public beach, which had 
been closed indefinitely by developers in the 
midst of a construction project and no 
temporary access was implemented in 
accordance with Florida Statute Chapter 
161. After a year of agency meetings and 
protests an alternate access location and 
parking was opened.

New Surfing Beach—New York City
The New York City Chapter convinced the NY 
City Parks Department to open an additional 
surfing-only beach in Rockaway at 67th 
Street. This is the second official surfing 
beach in Rockaway, the first one was 
established in 2004. 

Save Jordan River  
Access—Victoria, British Columbia 
In January 2007, British Columbian officials 
released 28,000 hectacres of land to be put 
on the market. To put this into perspective, 
the amount of land put up for sale could 
stretch, end on end, from the East Coast to 
the West Coast of Canada, and it includes 
some of the last pristine ocean/beach fronts 
in the province. 
 

The move lacked proper public consultation 
and process, and the land is no longer 
subject to the Forest and Ranges Practices 
Act; an act that assured sustainable logging 
and environmental forest practices. Our local 
Chapter is committed to watchdog potential 
development, and to bring attention to this 
gross mismanagement of our natural 

resources via the specially formed Jordan 
River Steering Committee. 

The Montauk Eight—New York 
Surfers have been ticketed in Montauk Point 
State Park for surfing in recent years. The 
Chapter maintains that there is no law or 
ordinance that specifically prohibits surfing 
and has been defending these tickets in 
court. The ultimate goal is to make surfing 
legal in Montauk State Park.



One of our strengths is our network of 
grassroots activist Chapters. Our vision 
of achieving 150 coastal victories by 
2010 is dependent on the work of 
our grassroots Chapter network. 
Community-based Chapters build 
unity and power that enables 
individuals to effect positive change 
in their community. 

To reach our vision, we must invest in 
our global network and better facilitate 
and support its work.

Anticipated outcomes from this 
strategy include: Our global network 
of grassroots activists to grow and be 
part of a broader movement of coastal 
protection and enjoyment.

Grassroots Activism
Instilling the knowledge of direct 
action organizing principles within our 
Chapter network is the critical element 
in achieving our grassroots activism 
goals. Organizing Chapter-based activism 
around these principles will result in 
winning real, immediate and concrete 
improvements in people’s lives, give 
people a sense of their own power and 
alter the relations of power. A well-
organized Chapter provides the public a 
vehicle to make their voices heard in a 
unified manner, but more importantly 
provide continuity. This continuity of 
activists, representatives and affiliates 
is nurtured and developed and 
supported by the Surfrider 
Foundation Global Headquarters 

The significance of this effort can be 
found through the victories achieved and 
new Chapters developed around the world 
in 2007.

In 2007, we conducted Chapter activist 

Significant protection of our 
waves and coasts will not happen 
overnight, nor will it occur 
through the efforts of a few 
individuals. We must create an 
ethos of coastal care that is 
ingrained into our collective 
cultural psyche. It will take a 
movement to achieve our dream.

To effect positive change on a 
global scale, we must engage 
every person who has ever been 
to a beach, or dreamed about 
going to the beach, and inspire 
them to care about the state of 
our world’s oceans, waves and 
beaches. Anticipated outcomes 
from this strategy include: the 
creation of a large and growing 
movement of coastal watchdogs 
and caretakers.

Aveda and Surfrider 
Foundation Team up for 
Earth Month
Throughout the month of April, 
hair and skin care manufacturer, 
Aveda, held a company-wide 
campaign to protect clean water. 
The “Make Clean Water a Human 
Right” campaign saw participating 
salons and retail stores holding 
cut-a-thons, raffles and other in-
store promotions to raise funds 
for environmental organizations 
nationwide working on clean 
water issues. Aveda’s distributors 
and employees selected Surfrider 
Foundation as their Southwestern 
Regional partner for 2008. All 
funds raised by Aveda in Southern 
California, Arizona, Nevada and 
Hawaii during the month of April 
were donated to Surfrider 
 

Florida Chapter volunteers plant native 
endangered species as part of their Barefoot 
Beach rescue. 

Surfrider Foundation members gather around the Surfrider mobile (nicknamed vit) at the California 
regional Chapter Conference.

training conferences and workshops 
in Florida, Texas, California, Pacific 
Northwest and the East Coast that provided 
leadership activist training, campaign 
planning exercises and scientific policy 
training to over 350 activists.

In addition, we developed the How to 
Run an Effective Chapter Brochure and 
enhanced the ChapterNet activists Web 
page with video trainings, podcast trainings 
and updated materials.

We piloted our first official high school club 
in San Diego because we believe reaching 
out to the youth segment of our society in 
a more engaging manner is a key element 
in motivating a global movement of care 
for the coast. A strong social responsibility, 
providing leadership opportunities and the 

activities that will most effectively fulfill 
community conservation needs are core to 
our desire to strategically begin outreach 
to student advocates. Our objective is to 
refine this program and establish outreach 
opportunities to high school age students 
in the form of school clubs and service 
project clubs that reach elementary age 
students as well.

We chartered Chapters in Kauai, 
Panhandle & Brevard Florida and Coastal 
Georgia and developed an organizing 
committee for the Lake Michigan region.
 

Surfrider Foundation Chapter activists 
volunteered over 240,000 hours of 
their time, talents and energy to making 
a difference. 

Foundation resulting in a $95,000 gift benefiting our clean water 
programs and campaigns. In addition, Aveda employees and their 
customers participated in local Chapter events and held beach cleanups 
throughout California and Hawaii. Apart from the funds raised this was an 
opportunity for Surfrider Foundation to raise awareness of our mission 
and our campaigns by using Aveda’s staff to speak to audiences we might 
not otherwise reach. To get glam while supporting the environment or to 
learn more about Aveda’s Earth Month efforts visit: www.aveda.com

International Surfing Day
The Surfrider Foundation once again teamed up with Surfing Magazine to 
host the third annual International Surfing Day (ISD) on June 21, 2007. 
Conceived as a day to celebrate surfing and surf culture, ISD also serves as 
an inspirational reminder for surfers everywhere to give something back to 
our Mother Ocean. This year, Surfrider Foundation and industry friends 
and partners commemorated the day by hosting beach events around the 
world, ranging from beach cleanups to concerts. International Surfing Day 
2007 was formally celebrated by tens of thousands of ocean enthusiasts, in 
80 separate events in over a dozen countries, including the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Australia, New Zealand, 
The United Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan and elsewhere.

Barefoot Wine Beach Rescue Project
In 2007, the Surfrider Foundation partnered with Barefoot Wine to host 
the Barefoot Wine Beach Rescue Project (BWBRP). Held at seven beaches 
across America, the BWBRP consisted of a summer-long series of beach 
cleanup and restoration events. Led by Surfrider Foundation activists, the 
public was invited to come down and lend a hand in helping keep their 
local beaches beautiful. Afterwards, volunteers enjoyed an evening 
celebration and a live musical performance by singer-songwriter Jill 
Cunniff. Through their Beach Rescue Project, Barefoot Wine made a 
$125,000 donation to help support Surfrider Foundation environmental 
campaigns, including efforts to protect New York’s Montauk Point, Oahu’s 
Kawela Bay, Lake Worth, Florida, and the world-renowned surf breaks at 
Trestles, California.

Ocean Initiatives
During the weekend of March 23-25 over 12,000 volunteers cleaned 218 
beaches around the world for the 12th Annual Ocean Initiatives. Created 
and managed by Surfrider Foundation Europe, the event is celebrated on 
every continent with classroom discussions on Friday and beach cleanups 
on Saturday/Sunday. The goals of Ocean Initiatives are:
 

-To bring together, mobilize and raise awareness in a greater number 
of people.  
-To educate students and the general public on how to protect the coastline, 
oceans and river/lake environments and on how to be a good eco-citizen. 
-To alert local councils, public authorities and the media, and show them 
that we, the public, feel concerned and affected by the pollution problems 
threatening our coasts. 
-To use these cleanups to study the impact of waste on our coasts in terms 
of both quality and quantity. The data collected will be recorded into 
Surfrider Foundation Europe’s information portal project called Keepers 
of the Coast, which investigates environmental problems affecting our 
various coastlines. 
-These different operations are tools for raising awareness, stimulating 
discussion and acknowledgment of the major environmental 
challenges facing us today. Viewed overall, our mode of 
consumption has serious and far-reaching 
consequences for the environment.

Celebrating with our friends at Surfers Against Sewage in the u.k.
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learning formats, students can explore 
and deepen their understanding of many 
aspects of coastal environments, from the 
processes that created and delivered the 
grains of sand that compose the beach, 
to the complex ecological interactions 
that support life in this challenging 
environment, to human influences 
on water quality in the oceans and 
throughout the watershed.

The Surfrider Foundation is actively 
working to retool the Respect the Beach 
program so that it will inspire students to 
learn about the coastal environment and 
take action to protect the world’s oceans, 
waves and beaches. Fun and entertaining 
activities will instill school-age children 
with an appreciation and love for the 
coasts and oceans and motivate them 
to incorporate an “ocean ethic” into 
their lifestyle. The primary audience 
will be Chapter volunteers who bring an 
educational message into classrooms.

State of the Beach Report 
The Surfrider Foundation published its 
eighth annual edition of the State of the 
Beach report in 2007. Designed to serve 
as the “go to guide” for researchers, 
coastal managers, legislators and 
activists, the report evaluates the 
public availability of state-level coastal 
information, and compares each state’s 
status on critical beach-health indicators. 
The 2007 edition of State of the Beach 
consisted of a beautifully designed and 
informative executive summary and easily 
searchable online version that is the most 
complete online resource for coastal zone 
management information in the country. 
The 2007 report focused on the water 
quality beach-health indicator.

The online version of the report at:
 www.surfrider.org/stateofthebeach 
is now continuously updated as new 
information sources become available, 

state policies change and important 
developments in beach health occur in 
the 25 coastal states and territories now 
covered by the report.

Environmental Issues Team:
The Environmental Issues Team 
(EIT) is a network of scientific and 
technical experts in ocean, coastal and 
environmental disciplines who volunteer 
their expertise to Surfrider Foundation 
Chapters and the National office staff. 
The EIT helps the Surfrider Foundation 
ensure that our positions, campaigns 
and proposed solutions to environmental 
issues are science based. Environmental 
Issues Team members assist in the 
formulation of environmental policies and 
provide technical review and expertise as 
needed for site-specific campaigns as well 
as issue-driven efforts. Our regional staff 
has significantly advanced the use of the 
EIT by creating regional EITs for specific 
issues such as wave energy in Oregon or 
beach fill campaigns in Florida.

Surfrider Foundation 
Action Network
The Surfrider Foundation is a member 
of the Action Network, a network of 
online activism centers for over 170 
leading environment, health and 
population advocacy organizations. 
Action Network ensures that the power 
to change our world is only as far away 
as your computer.

With just a click of the mouse, activists 
can make their voices heard. Through the 
Action Network the Surfrider Foundation 
can mobilize activists by e-mail, inviting 
them to weigh in when it counts by 
sending a personalized message to key 
policymakers—locally, nationally or 
around the world. A personalized sample 
letter is included simply by replying to 
said e-mail or by clicking on the Web site. 
Action Network does the rest, sending 

SURFRIDER
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Ocean Friendly Gardens
In 2007, we launched a pilot of our new Ocean Friendly Gardens program in 
Southern California to help each and every one of us reduce the impact our 
yards have on coastal water quality.

Runoff from residential landscapes affects the quality of our oceans and the 
quality of our lives. The sediment in water reduces clarity; nutrients increase 
algae populations and red tides; bacteria close beaches; debris can choke and 
suffocate aquatic species; and pesticides picked up off a landscape can poison 
fish consumed by humans—all of which degrade the natural beauty, and our 
enjoyment, of the ocean. 

The good news is that you can help bring back healthy coasts and oceans 
though the Ocean Friendly Gardens program. The program is based on a 
simple CPR concept—Conservation, Permeability and Retention. It’s a way 
for all of us to design and maintain our gardens so that we can reduce urban 
runoff—and the pollutants that go with it. 

Surfrider Foundation partnered with water agencies and 
others to launch the education and outreach program in 
Los Angeles and Orange Counties. Applying the lessons 
learned from our pilot program, we are now working to 
launch the program regionally around 
the nation. 

Learn more at: www.surfrider.org/ofg

Legal Issues Team (L.I.T.)
The Legal Issues Team (L.I.T.) is an invaluable group of pro 
bono attorneys and law firms who have volunteered to assist 
Surfrider Foundation with a variety of legal issues, including 
litigation efforts, legislative analysis, and general legal 
advice. The L.I.T. is an innovative and financially prudent 
approach to addressing the need for legal assistance to our 
Chapters and the organization as a whole. A list of volunteer 
attorneys is maintained by the Legal Manager in the L.I.T. 
database. The L.I.T. members are individually called upon 
when legal issues arise in their area of expertise, or if the 
L.I.T. member is bar-certified in a state where Surfrider 
Foundation is considering litigation. Our L.I.T. members 
have helped to further Surfrider Foundation’s mission in 
local litigation efforts and through assisting regional staff. 
The L.I.T. has also been utilized to address issues arising 
from our international program, membership department, 
information-technology concerns and marketing matters.

PROGRAMS:
Blue Water Task Force 
The Blue Water Task Force (BWTF) is a volunteer water-
quality monitoring, education and advocacy program 
utilized by our Chapters and members to alert citizens 
and officials in their communities about water-quality 
problems and to work toward solutions. Designed to take 
advantage of the daily presence of surfers and beachgoers 
in coastal waters, it is the Surfrider Foundation’s most 
visible and successful program to date. 

The BWTF program serves many purposes beyond 
providing a record of beach water quality. The Chapters 
use the program to educate students about water-quality 
issues and to promote a coastal stewardship ethic. The 
BWTF also provides an excellent volunteer activity. Many 
Chapters participate directly in agency beach-monitoring 
programs by collecting samples from beaches that are not 
normally covered or during off-season testing months. 
After using BWTF data to identify pollution problems, 
Chapters raise awareness of these issues in their 
communities and work with local governments to track 
the sources of pollution and take action to clean up 
their watersheds. 

Respect the Beach  
The Respect the Beach (RTB) program is a volunteer-
driven coastal-education program that includes field 
trips, classroom discussions, handouts, videos and 
hands-on projects designed to reflect up-to-date scientific 
information and a holistic approach to understanding 
coastal and ocean environments. Using a variety of 

An ocean friendly garden in Southern California. 

young Miami-Dade students participate in the Blue Water Task Force as 
part of a collaborative effort between Surfrider Foundation South Florida 
and Marjorie Stoneman Douglas Biscayne Nature Center.
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handcrafted fax or e-mail messages to elected 
officials, corporate leaders and other important 
decision makers.

Surfrider Foundation Web site
Surfrider Foundation maintains an award-winning 
website: www.surfrider.org. The site provides 
visitors with an opportunity to keep abreast of current 
Surfrider Foundation issues, efforts and campaigns 
and offers a wealth of environmental information on 
our nation’s coastal zones. Additionally, nearly all 
Surfrider Foundation Chapters maintain Web sites 
of their own, which enable them to post information 
on local issues and events, Chapter Web sites can be 
accessed directly through the Surfrider Foundation 
Web site at: www.surfrider.org/chapters

Making Waves
Surfrider Foundation publishes a bimonthly 
newsletter publication, Making Waves. Through its 
coverage of campaign developments and victories, 
Chapter updates and environmental and scientific 
news stories, Making Waves remains one of Surfrider 
Foundation’s most effective vehicles in educating 
our members on activities and achievements within 
the organization.



In addition to cash donations, individuals may make 
contributions to Surfrider Foundation through one or more of 
the following giving opportunities. Maximizing your gift and 
participating in planned giving is a wonderful strategic way 
to leave the legacy of a healthy ocean environment and help 
secure the work of Surfrider Foundation into the future. 

We would be happy to illustrate the potential benefits to you 
and/or your heirs of a planned gift that supports our efforts. 
Such a consultation creates absolutely no obligation on your 
part and all information is completely confidential. 

The following are some suggestions on ways to make a 
planned gift to support Surfrider Foundation. However, to be 
certain that we can quickly identify your contribution, put the 
gift to good use and properly thank you, please contact our 
Director of Development to discuss your intentions. 

Gifts of Securities 
When a gift of long-term appreciated securities (securities 
held for more than a year) is made directly to Surfrider 
Foundation, there is no tax on your capital gains, even 
though the gain is counted as part of your charitable 
deduction. To receive the greatest tax benefit, gifts of 
appreciated securities should be made directly to Surfrider 
Foundation, rather than selling them first and making a 
donation of the proceeds (you would then have to pay tax on 
the gains). 

If your gift of appreciated stock, combined with other gifts, 
exceeds 30 percent of your adjusted gross income—the 
maximum deduction allowed for most appreciated securities 
gifts—the excess may be carried forward for five additional 
years. The value of the gift is based on the date the gift is 
made and uses the average between the highest and lowest 
quoted sales price for that day. 

For stock transfers, give the following information to your 
broker: Account Name: Surfrider Foundation at Charles 
Schwab, account #8627-4387, DTC# 0164. 
 
Bequests 
You can establish a legacy that will reflect your commitment 
to the coastal environment by including Surfrider Foundation 
in your will or living trust. Making a planned gift to Surfrider 
Foundation either through a bequest, charitable gift annuity 
or charitable trust will enhance you and your loved ones’ 
financial future, while leaving a lasting gift to protect and 
preserve our oceans. Bequests to Surfrider Foundation are 
generally exempt from federal or state inheritance taxes, and 
subject to an unlimited deduction. 

The simplest way is to add any of the following to your will or 
living trust: 

Percentage: I give the Surfrider Foundation National Office, 
located in San Clemente, California, _________  % of the 
residue of my estate (for the support of _______ program) or 
(to establish the ______fund) or (for its general purposes). 

Dollar Amount: I give to the Surfrider Foundation National 
Office, located in San Clemente, California, the sum of $ 
______ (for the support of _______ program) or (to establish 
the _______ fund) or (for its general purposes). 

Specific Property: I give to the Surfrider Foundation National 
Office, located in San Clemente, California, my interest 
in (describe the property and the exact location) (for the 
support of ________ program) or (to establish the ________ 
fund) or (for its general purposes). 

Please consult with us and your financial and tax advisors to 
select a program or specific target for such a bequest. 

Workplace Giving 
Surfrider Foundation participates in workplace campaigns 
through earth Share, a federation of the nation’s most 
respected environmental and conservation charities. Federal 
employees can support the Surfrider Foundation through 
the Combined Federal Campaign by selecting #10642 on 
their pledge form. All businesses can participate in earth 
Share. To find out more about how you and your company 
can support Surfrider Foundation through an earth Share 
charitable giving campaign, please contact Surfrider 
Foundation’s Director of Development at (800) 743-7873 or 
view earth Share’s Web site at www.earthshare.org. 

Employer Matching Contributions 
To double the impact of your support, please check 
with your personnel office to see if your employer offers 
matching-gift opportunities. educating your business 
network about Surfrider Foundation may lead to matching-
gifts and future corporate sponsorship contributions. 

Tributes and Memorials 
Honor someone’s accomplishment or memory, celebrate a 
friend’s birthday or recognize an individual’s achievement 
with a tribute or memorial to Surfrider Foundation. Tribute 
or memorial acknowledgement cards are sent directly to the 
recipient to recognize your gift in their honor. you receive a 
letter for tax purposes and honor a friend while supporting 
Surfrider at the same time. 

Pro Bono Services 
The Legal Issues Team and environmental Issues Teams 
are networks of pro-bono volunteers who have offered their 
services on an as needed basis. The Teams are comprised of 
experts from across the united States. 

In Kind Services 
The Foundation welcomes pro-bono services and/or 
goods that contribute to our fund-raising efforts and events 
throughout the year. 

For more information on these and other gift-giving options 
please visit: www.surfrider.org/support.asp.



Based upon feedback from our members, we have decided to re-name and re-launch the 2000 Club. Effective January 1, 2008, the 
2000 Club will change names and become the Surfrider Foundation `Ohana. `Ohana, a Hawaiian term meaning “extended 
family,” is often used to describe a community, or circle of friends who share common goals. We can think of no better term to 
capture the spirit of this special group that comprises our most generous and loyal supporters.

All donors who contribute a cumulative total of $2000 or more each year will be considered part of the Surfrider `Ohana and will 
receive certain unique benefits including:

1) Invitations to unique members-only events nation-wide. 
2) Special, limited-edition t-shirts, bumper stickers, books, and other premiums.
3) Insider access to the Surfrider Foundation including podcasts, videos, and updates from the CEO of the 
 Surfrider Foundation.

To learn more about the Surfrider Foundation `Ohana or to make a donation qualifying you as a member of this unique group, please 
contact Steve Blank, Director of Development at (949) 492-8170 x.416 or sblank@surfrider.org
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Pershing Square Capital 
 Management, LP
Provident Financial Management
Quiksilver Foundation
randy Slifka
The Seattle Foundation
Team real estate, Inc. & 
 COLeNeT LLC
David & Sylvia Weisz Family 
 Philanthropic Fund, Inc
Peter Wheeler

$5,000 – $9,999
1990 Management Trust
Alper & McCulloch
kim & Smoky Bayless
The Henry and ruth Blaustein 

rosenberg Foundation, Inc.
ken Block Trust Fund
F.T. Carl
Casner Family Foundation
Cloud Star
valentina Cugnasca
Dancing Tides Foundation
Disneyland Cast Community 

Fund
eastdil Secured
Josh ezrin
Festival Fun Parks, LLC
Alessandro garbuio
William gillespie Foundation c/o 

Merrill Lynch
global environment Fund
Joseph B. gould Foundation
Mimi and Peter Haas Fund
John Johnson
Brian kahan
Frederick T. kuyendall
The Luminescence Foundation
National Philanthropic Trust
The Norcross Wildlife 

Foundation, Inc.
Jarett Posner
William S. Price
Prince Charitable Trusts
Laura roebuck
rgS Labs International Inc.

Schenker Family Foundation
Scoggin Capital Management
keith and Judy Swayne Family 

Foundation
Traverse City Production
Paul Tudor Jones
Henry and Joan T. Wheeler 

Charitable Fund 
Oliver Wriedt

$2,500 – $4,999
A Charitable Foundation
The Allergan Foundation
Trudy Anderson
ASP Hawaii
Douglas Brant 
Matthew Brown
Citi global Impact Funding Trust
Paul & Cindy Campbell
Steve Chess 
Lia Colabello 
David Dayan 
Diana DiCesare 
Dwyer Charitable Fund
Christopher Deam
Brian eng
Fortress Investment group, LLC
HSBC North America
Marcus Merner 
Moondog edit
The New york Community Trust
Darlene and Walter reinhold 
eric rosen 
Barry & Lizanne rosenstein 
rosenthal & Company LLC
David Scially 
randy Slifka 
Surfrider Foundation Newport 

Beach Chapter
Third Point, LLC
Mr. reid W. Woodward
Mr. robert T. Woodward

$1,000 – $2,499
Amgen Foundation
Wiley Birkhoffer
Marguerite S. Bordwell
Peter Bourne
Deborah Briskin
Judy & Bernard Briskin

John Britton
Byron P. Sansom, DDS
Carmax Auto Superstore
Casad Chiropractic Clinic
Cascade Designs
Arvin Chander & Family
Chandler’s Sand & gravel, LLC
Paul H. Cleary
Clinton Family Foundation
Commerce Center Partners
Susan D. Crippen
Critical ecology
John Crompton
robert Davenport
David & Sylvia Weisz Family 

Philanthropic Fund, Inc
Denise Deleray
Andrew P. Dempsey
Dragon Optical
OT Drywall
earl M. & Margery C. Chapman 

Foundation
David H. edington
Nancy emerson
employees Community Fund of 

Boeing California 
environmental Defense
ericsson Inc.
Maks ezrin
Dennis & Linda Fenton
Stephen r. Finn
David & Judy French
Steven B. Friedman
Frome Family Foundation
Mason Funk
Fuse Sports
glue, Inc.
Jason gregg
Josh gross
guilford Publications, Inc.
Daniel L. Hall
Pam Harting
Haskell Fund
Melinda L. Hayes
eileen r. Heisman
Hope From Helen, Inc.
Jeremy Ireland
Jason Island
Jordan Jacob
Jacob Beinecke

The Surfrider Foundation salutes the commitments to beach and surf preservation made in fiscal year 2007 with a list of special 
contributors on the following pages. We are indebted to these special donors for their overwhelmingly generous support. 

Special thanks go to the 50,000+ members who constitute the cornerstone of support for our mission. Their generous response 
to special appeals for funding critical programs and issues often means the difference between success and failure. In addition 
to their valuable financial support, thousands of Surfrider Foundation members contribute endless hours to grassroots 
activism—the very foundation of this organization. We extend again our immense gratitude to all who have contributed to 
Surfrider Foundation. You make our work possible. 

ken Auster
Billabong
Longboard Magazine

twin fin
C A L I F O R N I A

MeMbership partners

Cause partners

Corporate partners

hang tag partners

Surfer Magazine
Surfing Magazine
Surfer’s Path
Surfline

Swell
Transworld Media
Western Federal Credit union



Chair 
Bill rosenblatt 

Vice-Chair
C.J. Olivares

Secretary
Megan Balliff

kris Balliet 
Jeff Berg 
vipe Desai 
Michelle Duval 
Wing Lam
greg Perlot
Steve Shipsey
robb Waterman 

2007 Advisory Board
Advisory Board Chairman
Shaun Tomson

Advisory Board Manager 
Jim kempton

Advisory Board
Lisa Andersen 
Jerricho Poppler Bartlow
Michael Bloom 
Jeff Bridges 
Bruce Brown 
Aaron Checkwood 
yvon Chouinard
Sean Collins 
russ Cogdill 
Susan Crank 
Tom Curren
Corb Donohue 
Pierce Flynn, Ph.D. 
Alan gibby 
Brad gerlach 
karen Mackay 
Jake grubb 
Woody Harrelson 
gregory Harrison 
Noel Hillman
Paul Holmes 
Bob Hurley 
Pearl Jam 

Bruce Johnston
Drew kampion 
Dave kaplan 
Josh karliner 
Mike kingsbury 
kevin kinnear 
Tom Loctefeld 
gerry Lopez 
Mike Love, Bruce Johnston  
 and The Beach Boys 
rob Machado 
Don Meek 
Shelly Merrick 
Dick Messerol 
Dick Metz 
Doug McPherson 
Bob Mignogna 
guy Motil 
Sakiusa Nadruku 
Paul Naudé 
Doug Palladini 
Tony Pallagrosi 
Debbee Pezman 
Steve Pezman

Mark Price 
gary Propper 
randy rarick 
Fran richards 
gary L. Sirota 
kelly Slater 
C.r. Stecyck III 
John Stouffer 
Peter Townend 
John von Passenheim 
Mati Waiya / Chumash   
 People 
D. Dwight Worden
robert “Nat” young 

Pat Jessup
John Duda Foundation
Ann Juneau
Brian kahan
kai katchadourian
Darby T. keen
Jeff keller
Kerr Pacific Corporation
kkC Development, Inc.
karl kolderup
James Lapinsky
kirke Lathrop
Jason Latos
Lerach Coughlin
gerard Levin
Limited Brands
LOSSON ranch & vineyard
Alexis J Lubohirski
Lululemon Athletica
Norman Marck & Linda Lichter
Marie and Paul McDonough 

Foundation
Anthony M. Mayfield
Heidi M. McClain
Bruce A. Mc Dermott
Spencer Merinoff
Steve Miller
Sarah Min
Money / Arenz Foundation, Inc.
Hardy & Michelle Mosley
Peter Mui
Mark Negele
Sandy & Chelsie Olney
Paul Pacuilla
Mia Pearson
Matthew Pecot
greg Perlot
eleanor Phipps Price
Price-Brown Foundation
Proskauer rose LLP
radman radiological, Inc.
ralph & emily Simon Family 

Foundation
Michael rhodes
richard Dunn Family Foundation
Roofing Services International
rotasa Foundation
roy e. Crummer Foundation
Lewis P. Scott
ryan Shannon
Abe Shelton
rory Shevin
Shinsei Bank
Traci L. Shiro
Shore Country Day School
Carolyn k. Smith
Craig Smith
gavin Smith
Solitude
grisha Sookiasian
Spicola Family Foundation

Douglas Stuart
Mark L. Sullivan
Surf & Sport, Inc.
Surfrider Foundation 

Huntington/Seal Beach 
Chapter

The Brock Foundation
The Joby Foundation
The Mulvaney Family
The Natter Family Foundation
The Norcross Wildlife 

Foundation, Inc.
The San Diego Foundation - 

Weingart-Price Fund
The Swig Foundation
Tides Foundation
Chris & rhonda Tilghman
Triple Crown of Surfing
Jay & Amy Twitty
Scott valor 
Wachovia Foundation Matching 

gifts Program
F.B. Walczak
Todd Warden
Warden Family Foundation
robert Waterman
greg & Sharon Wohl
robert Woodie
Oliver Wriedt

Dillon Henry Memorial Fund 
Created in 2007 by his parents, 
Harriet Zaretsky and Stephen 
Henry, the Dillon Henry Memorial 
Internship was created to honor 
Dillon’s memory, recognize his 
commitment to the oceans 
and coastal environment and 
help young people to pursue 
a career in coastal and marine 
conservation. The Endowment 
provides funds on an annual 
basis for stipends to two 
interns working with Surfrider 
Foundation’s Environmental 
Department and/or Legal 
Department. 
Nicole Aslanyan
Cynthia Boxrud & Scott Powell
Laurel & Alan Burks
Myrna Chu
Liz Dean
Fred & Barbara Dedona
Heather Deweese
Judith & Alex Dewy-gartner
Piper Domanski
rick entin
Jeanne Fauci
ross Fineman
Cindy Furst
Michelle & Jon girard

Michael glowacki
ron grossblatt & Family
Patti & Lew Halpert
Hamilburg Family
Alice Handelman
Laura Hein
Dick & Liz Henry
Steve & Denise Henry
Matthew Henry
Brian Henry
Carolyn Henry
Steve Henry & Harriet Zaretsky
Herman-Levinson Family 
Herschberg Family
Jeffry, Lynne, Matthew & Steven 
 Jacobson
reisa koff
Davis Lau
emerson Lee
gabe Lister
Doris Longman
Michael & Alicia Ludin
Benny Lujan
Marice McCrory-Irwin
reba Mcentire
Pamela Meyer
Mark, Andie, Allie, kevin & 

Savannah Miller
Melanie Morris
Nellie Nugiel
Jon Orszag
Debra & Anthony Polera
Julie & Jim Pryor
Michelle reish
Anne roberts
rosenstein Family 
Jilliene & evan Schenkell 
Brad Schy
Sandy & gene Sharkey
Lona Shepard
Patti Simmons
Damon Skelton 
Smith/Jacoby Family
Maria Strick
emily & Julia Sufrin
roger & karen Sutter
Julia Taft
Lynette Thomas
elliot Wainman
Pam Walker
Jill, Brian, Jason & Lisa 
 Weintraub
Andrew Wellman
Carolyn & Liston Witherill
george & Diane Wolfberg
Lauren yates & Family
elizabeth Zaillian
John Zaretsky
Josh Zaretsky
Alexandra Zaretsky

Legacy Donors
Supporters who have named 
Surfrider Foundation as a 
beneficiary of their estate or 
made gifts that provide them 
with an income for life. 
rob Conlen
ron & kay Cook

2000 Club Members
rick & Wendy Aversano
Megan Bailiff
Steven Beck
John Callahan
yvon Chouinard
Paul H. Cleary
Doug & Nancy Coward
Donnie Crevier
Jeff & Cristina Denney
John & Pamela eckert
Thomas & Nancy elsaesser
Patrick and Dorie gayner
Peter Hernandez
eric Jensen
greg Macgillivray
ed Mateer
Donald J. Matthewson
Sarah & Thomas Mcelroy
Paul Naudé
kenneth Petersen
Stephanie A. rinaldi
Brett g. Thomas
elizabeth A. Willes
greg & Sharon Wohl

In Kind Donations 
ken Auster
Jeff and Deborah Berg
Ashley Bickerton
Bonnier Corporation
Brandon Boyd
President Wiiliam J. Clinton
Schuyler e. Cole
george Condo
Thomas Cook
earthpack
Sacha Flisi
Nicole gibbons
Daniel gordon
rogan gregory
Laird Hamilton
Damien Hirst
Cooley godward kronish
Cameron Martin
ed ruscha
Pieter Schoolwerth
Mitchell Shapson
kelly Slater
Doug Wada

Executive Director 
Jim Moriarty 

C.O.O. 
Michelle C. kremer, esq. 

Director of Chapters 
edward J. Mazzarella 

Environmental Director 
Chad Nelsen 

Director of Marketing & 
Communications 
Matt McClain 

Director of Development 
Steve Blank 

Assistant Environmental 
Director 
Mark rauscher 

Direct Mail Manager 
Jenna Holland 

National Grants Manager 
Lori A. Booth 

Membership Manager 
Olaf Lohr 

Global Relations Director 
Lia Colabello 

Coastal Management 
Coordinator 
rick Wilson 

Water Quality Coordinator 
Mara Dias

California Policy 
Coordinator 
Joe geever 

Central Coast Regional 
Manager 
Sarah Corbin 

Florida Regional Manager 
ericka D’Avanzo 

Northeast Regional 
Manager 
John Weber 

Southern California Field 
Coordinator 
Nancy Hastings 

Ventura Watershed 
Coordinator
Paul Jenkin

Puerto Rico Field 
Coordinator 
Leon richter 

Washington Field 
Coordinator
Shannon Serrano

Oregon Field Coordinator 
Charlie Plybon

Oregon Policy Coordinator 
Pete Stauffer 

Washington Policy 
Coordinator 
Jody kennedy 

Save Trestles Coordinator
Stefanie Sekich

Controller 
Toni Craw 

Accounting Assistant 
ryan Johnson 

Cash Receipts/Mail Order 
Jill Tierney 

Content Manager 
Tracey Armstrong 

Marketing Manager 
Laura Mazzarella 

Communications Manager
Alexis Henry

Legal Manager
Angela Howe

Office Services Coordinator 
vickie McMurchie 

Membership Assistants 
emily Hughes 
Sarah vanderheiden

Chief Financial Officer
Christopher keys, CPA

Technology Consultant 
Mark Babski 



MISSION STATEMENT
Surfrider Foundation is a non-profit environmental organization dedicated to the protection and 
enjoyment of the world’s oceans, waves and beaches, for all people, through conservation, activism, 
research and education (C.A.R.E.)

THE HISTORY AND STRUCTURE OF THE SURFRIDER FOUNDATION
Surfrider Foundation was founded in 1984 by a handful of environmentally minded surfers who were 
concerned about threats to their local surf break. In the years since, Surfrider Foundation has grown 
into one of the nation’s premier grassroots environmental organizations. 

Our first Surfrider Foundation Chapters were formed in 1991. Today, our activist network has grown 
to more than 60 Chapters across the United States and Puerto Rico with International Organizing 
Committees in Canada, Argentina and Costa Rica as well as International Affiliates in Australia, 
Brazil, Japan and Europe. Each of our Chapters continue to be volunteer-driven and coordinated by 
our National office, with activists implementing environmental advocacy campaigns and our national 
programs such as the Blue Water Task Force and Respect The Beach. 

Surfrider Foundation headquarters is located in San Clemente, California. The 30 full-time paid 
employees, along with their staff of interns and volunteers, work year-round to provide support for 
our Chapters and general membership in facilitating Surfrider Foundation’s mission. 

Surfrider Foundation also maintains a 15-member National Board of Directors. The Board of 
Directors, as well as our Chief Financial Officer, serve in volunteer positions and meet three times a 
year to provide strategic guidance and fiscal oversight to the organization and its Chapters.

THe SurFrIDer FOuNDATION
P.O. BOX 6010  / SAN CLeMeNTe, CA 92674-6010  /  TeL: (949) 492-8170  /  INFO: (800) 743-SurF (7873)
FAX: (949) 492-8142  /’ eMAIL: INFO@SurFrIDer.Org  / WWW.SurFrIDer.Org


